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The National Peace Congress and Its 
Results. 

The National Peace Congress held in New York 
last month, of which we give a more detailed report 
elsewhere in this issue, and some of the speeches in 
full, proved successful beyond all expectations. In 
numbers enrolled, in States represented, in size of the 
audiences, in the ability and representative character 
of the speakers, in sustained interest and enthusiasm, 
in stirring and fixing the attention of the public, it 
surpassed any peace convention ever held in this 
country, or in any other. New York City was stirred 
by it as it has probably never before been stirred by 
any non-political gathering. 

The Congress was a revelation to all of us, even 
to those best acquainted with the extraordinary prog- 
ress of the peace movement in recent years. It made 
clear beyond cavil that the wish to see militarism 
arrested and peace permanently established among 
the nations is no longer confined to a few advanced 
spirits of exceptional philanthropic and idealistic turn, 
but now pervades the rank and file of men and 
women of all classes, from the ordinary private citizen 
of the farm, the shop and the office, to the men 
occupying the highest official positions in public life. 
Some of us were already aware of the great change 
taking place in the public mind, but this Congress 
wrote it out in large letters so that anybody may 
easily read and understand. 



Thousands of the most intelligent men and women, 
from almost every conceivable kind of organization, 
coming even from the remotest States of the Union, 
assembling session after session for four days, in sup- 
port of what has until recently been regarded by the 
majority of men as a baseless dream and an imprac- 
ticable ideal, is an event of the largest import. 
Cabinet officials were among those assembled, mem- 
bers of Congress, members of the national and the 
State courts, diplomats of the first rank, governors of 
States, mayors of cities, representatives of great busi- 
ness organizations, labor leaders, prominent financiers, 
presidents of universities and colleges, distinguished 
editors and religious leaders, charity and social re- 
form workers, etc. The number and character of 
these men and women, and not the mere crowd, great 
and impressive as that was, nor the speaking, which 
only on one or two occasions rose much above that of 
the average peace convention, is what gave its high sig- 
nificance to the Congress. After such a meeting, the 
ideal of the permanent peace of the world can no 
longer be called visionary and impracticable. To so 
characterize it is to impeach the intelligence of the 
nation. 

We are asked what the Congress did, what it ac- 
complished. And this question is asked often in a 
skeptical tone, as if a peace congress were useless un- 
less it at once puts an end to the whole business of 
war. Its chief accomplishment was just this dem- 
onstration of the wide and powerful hold which the 
peace cause has taken of the national heart, intelli- 
gence and conscience. If it had done nothing else 
than make this revelation, it would have justified 
many times over all the exacting labor and the 
heavy expense of organizing and holding it. Hence- 
forth the peace propaganda in this country, already 
grown strong and self-reliant, will command public 
confidence, sympathy and financial support as it has 
never done before. In this way the practical effect 
and influence of the Congress throughout the nation 
will be incalculable. New strength, courage and 
hope will be felt by- the leaders of the movement. 
New recruits will join them. New centres of propa- 
ganda will be created. Young men in the universi- 
ties and colleges will be quick to discover the open- 
ing which this greatest of causes offers them to 
devote their talents and their culture to the ser- 
vice of humanity. The peace party in Congress, 
Bartholdt, Burton, Tawney, Hale and others who have 
been doing such valiant service the past two years, 



